
God destined the earth and all it contains for all people and nations so that all created things would be shared fairly by all humankind 

under the guidance of justice tempered by charity. 

Gaudium et Spes (“The Church in the Modern World”), Vatican II, 1965, #69. 

 

  

The Bible, from the first page on, teaches us that the whole of creation is for humanity, that it is men and women’s responsibility to 

develop it by intelligent effort and by means of their labor to perfect it, so to speak, for their use. If the world is made to furnish each 

individual with the means of livelihood and the instruments for growth and progress, all people have therefore the right to find in the 

world what is necessary for them. 

Populorum Progressio (“On the Development of Peoples”), Pope Paul VI, 1967, #22. 

 

  

The most profound motive for our work is this knowing that we share in creation. Learning the meaning of creation in our daily lives 

will help us to live holier lives. It will fill the world with the spirit of Christ, the spirit of justice, charity, and peace. 

Laborem Exercens (“On Human Work,” Donders translation), Pope John Paul II, 1981, #25. 

 

  

Farm owners and farm workers are the immediate stewards of the natural resources required to produce the food that is necessary 

to sustain life. These resources must be understood as gifts of a generous God. When they are seen in that light and when the hu-

man race is perceived as a single moral community, we gain a sense of the substantial responsibility we bear as a nation for the 

world food system. Meeting human needs today and in the future demands an increased sense of stewardship and conservation. 

Economic Justice for All, U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1986, #228. 

 

  

[N]atural resources are limited; some are not, as it is said, renewable. Using them as if they were inexhaustible, with absolute domin-

ion, seriously endangers their availability not only for the present generation but above all for generations to come. 

Solicitudo Rei Socialis (“On Social Concern,” Donders translation), Pope John Paul II, 1987, #34. 

 

  

The fundamental relation between humanity and nature is one of caring for creation. 

Renewing the Earth, U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1991. 

 

  

Because of the blessings God has bestowed on our nation and the power it possesses, the United States bears a special responsi-

bility in its stewardship of God’s creation to shape responses that serve the entire human family. As pastors, teachers, and citizens, 

we bishops seek to contribute to our national dialogue by examining the ethical implications of climate change. 

Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common Good, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB), 2001 #6 

 

  

True stewardship requires changes in human actions—both in moral behavior and technical advancement… A renewed sense of 

sacrifice and restraint could make an essential contribution to addressing global climate change. 

Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common Good, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB), 2001 #18 
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