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YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE 

WORLD. A CITY SET ON A 

 MOUNTAIN CANNOT BE HIDDEN...

JUST SO, YOUR LIGHT MUST  

SHINE BEFORE OTHERS.   

 – Matthew 5:14-16



This prayer booklet is a guide and invitation for you  
to join the Holy Apostles family in nine days of 
prayer and discernment. Each day you will find  
scripture verses and reflection questions, for you  
to use in deep prayer and discernment with the 
Lord. This booklet will especially guide you in the 
important decision of how you are being called to 
make pledge on Commitment Sunday. 

The Capital Campaign Prayer Team chose a  
novena — a nine-day series of prayers — to honor 
Mary, Queen of the Holy Apostles, and Mother of the 
Church. Team members choose these scriptures and 
questions to help capture the essence of the Capital 
Campaign. As we enter into the climax of our capital 
campaign and Commitment Sunday, we reflect on 
the great role that Mary played in that of the Apostles 
in the Upper Room. We invoke the gift of the Holy 
Spirit as we discern our role in the Capital Campaign 
and future of Holy Apostles Church. Just as the  
disciples received the great gift of the Holy Spirit, 
we pray that we too, would share in this most  
beautiful gift. May we join in the great tradition of 
our apostolic faith which holds that the original 
novena was a nine day period of expectant prayer 
between the time when Jesus ascended into heaven 
and when he sent his gift of the Holy Spirit to Mary 
and the Apostles in the upper room (Acts 1:3-5, 13-14). 
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INTRODUCTION

The prayer, “Mary, Star of Evangelization”,  
has been chosen because of Holy Apostles’  
connection to Mary in that role. When “Mary’s House 
of Evangelization” was built in 2013, Mary, Star of 
Evangelization, was chosen as the patron saint of the 
building. We prayed this prayer during its construction 
and when we gather there.

The future of our parish, and of the entire Church, 
greatly depends upon the evangelization of our future 
generations. Each and every one of us must bring 
the good news of Jesus Christ to others, just as Mary 
brought the good news to Elizabeth, and invite others 
to “come and see” Jesus. We must all be engaged in 
“Encountering Christ and Making Disciples” if we are 
to continue as a parish. The physical changes that are 
being proposed to our aging structure will be essential 
in helping us continue to be nourished in our own 
spiritual lives and in attracting new generations to 
commit their lives to Jesus Christ.

We ask you join us daily in prayer. Each day you will 
be provided with daily prayer topics which coincide 
with the main points in our campaign prayer. The 
points will be filled with associated Scripture passages 
and discussion questions. We ask that you begin each 
day with the Capital Campaign Prayer and conclude 
by reciting the “Mary, Star of Evangelization”. 

We suggest you begin this novena on May 1 and  
conclude on May 9. 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE



If you miss a day, it’s OK. You may want to make it up 
the next day or skip to the following day as if you had 
not missed one. God honors any and all time that we 
spend in prayer. The campaign team members will be 
praying for each and every one of you as we prepare 
for Commitment Weekend, May 11/12. 

Capital Campaign Prayer
Almighty and Gracious Lord, we your sons & daughters 
at Holy Apostles have been so blessed to be part of this 
parish community. Help us to continue to be Christ’s 
Light for all generations as we move forward to  
renew and restore our church home physically and 
spiritually. Open our hearts to respond to your holy will. 
We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Queen of 
the Apostles and in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

O Mary, Star of Evangelization, intercede with your 
Son to bring about in each of us a renewed enthusiasm 
for our faith. Inspire in us the courage and zeal to live 
the Gospel and to bring Christ to everyone we meet. 
Open our hearts to the gift of the Holy Spirit, the agent 
of evangelization, and enable us to transform the 
world in the image of your Son. O Mary, Star of  
Evangelization, enlighten us with the radiance of your 
Son, walk with us in faith, strengthen us in hope, and 
unite us in love as we strive to become disciples in 
mission. We ask this through your son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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Please recite the Capital Campaign Prayer: 
Almighty and Gracious Lord...

Day 1

Deuteronomy 6:5 “Therefore you shall love the Lord, 
your God, with your whole heart, and with your whole 
being, and with your whole strength.”  

Mark 12:28-31 “One of the scribes, when he came  
forward and heard them disputing and saw how well 
he had answered them, asked him, ‘Which is the first 
of all the commandments?’ Jesus replied, ‘The first is 
this: ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all  
your strength.’”

Do I love God with all my heart, soul, mind and strength? 

How do I put God first? 

How should I put God first?

Let us join Mary, who always kept God at the center 
of her life, as we pray: 
O Mary, Star of Evangelization...

ALMIGHTY AND 
GRACIOUS GOD
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Please recite the Capital Campaign Prayer: 
Almighty and Gracious Lord...

Day 2

Ephesians 2:19-22 “So then you are no longer  
strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 
with the holy ones and members of the household of 
God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. 
Through him the whole structure is held together and 
grows into a temple sacred in the Lord; in him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling place of 
God in the Spirit.” 

1 Peter 4:10 “As each one has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another as good stewards of God’s  
varied grace.”

How has the Holy Apostles community helped me in 
my times of struggle?  

How do I use my gifts to help the Holy Apostles  
community? 

Let us pray with Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, patron 
saint of our diocese, and evangelizing force in the 
New World: 
O Mary, Star of Evangelization...

HOLY APOSTLES: OUR CHURCH 
HOME, OUR INHERITANCE, TO 
RENEW AND RESTORE



8

Please recite the Capital Campaign Prayer: 
Almighty and Gracious Lord...

Day 3

Psalm 9:2 “I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; I will 
declare all your wondrous deeds.”  

Ephesians 1:3-6 “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as he chose us 
in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy 
and without blemish before him. In love he destined 
us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, in 
accord with the favor of his will, for the praise of the 
glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved.”

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rejoice always. Pray without 
ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is 
the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” 

How have I been blessed in my life?

Do I live as if my blessings were more numerous than 
the challenges?

We pray with Mary, whom all ages have called Blessed: 
O Mary, Star of Evangelization...

BEING BLESSED, WITH 
GRATITUDE FOR BLESSINGS
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Please recite the Capital Campaign Prayer: 
Almighty and Gracious Lord...

Day 4

John 8:12 “Jesus spoke to them again, saying, ‘I am the 
light of the world.  Whoever follows me will not walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” 

John 12:46 “I came into the world as light, so that  
everyone who believes in me might not remain in 
darkness.”

Ephesians 3:14-19 “I kneel before the Father, from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth is named, that he 
may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory 
to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in 
the inner self, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; that you, rooted and grounded in love, 
may have strength to comprehend with all the holy 
ones what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the  
fullness of God.”

How has Jesus Christ been a light to me?

Reflect on one way that I can change darkness into 
light into my life.

With Mary, the channel through whom God’s Light 
entered the world, we pray: 
O Mary, Star of Evangelization...

CHRIST, THE LIGHT  
OF THE WORLD
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Please recite the Capital Campaign Prayer: 
Almighty and Gracious Lord...

Day 5

Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city set 
on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a 
lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on 
a lampstand, where it gives light to all in the house. Just 
so, your light must shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” 

Matthew 6:22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If your 
eye is sound, your whole body will be filled with light…”

2 Corinthians 4:6 “For God who said, ‘Let light shine out 
of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to bring to light 
the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of  
Jesus Christ.”

Have I received support from a fellow parishioner 
during a difficult time?

How can others see the light of Jesus Christ in me? 

What talent has God given me to spread his word and 
how is the Holy Apostles community a vehicle that 
makes this happen?

Pray about someone who sits near you at Mass every 
Sunday and needs to hear about the light of Christ  
in you.

With Mary, who has been called the Moon that  
perfectly reflects the Light of Christ, the Sun, we pray:
O Mary, Star of Evangelization...

SHINING OUR LIGHT  
FOR OTHERS
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Please recite the Capital Campaign Prayer: 
Almighty and Gracious Lord...

Day 6

Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is the realization of what is hoped 
for and evidence of things not seen.” 

Mark 10:15 “Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept 
the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.”  

Luke 17:5 “And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase 
our faith.” 

What can I do to grow in faith and why is this  
important?

How am I called to help strengthen the faith of others 
especially at Holy Apostles?

With Mary, our spiritual Mother, we pray:
O Mary, Star of Evangelization...

SPIRITUALLY:  
TO GROW IN FAITH
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Please recite the Capital Campaign Prayer: 
Almighty and Gracious Lord...

Day 7

Psalm 95:7-8 “Oh, that today you would hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts.” 

Psalm 51:12 “A clean heart create for me, God; renew 
within me a steadfast spirit.”

Matthew 6: 19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves  
treasures on earth, where moth and decay destroy, 
and thieves break in and steal. But store up treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor 
thieves break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there also will your heart be.”

2 Corinthians 9:6-8  “Consider this: whoever sows  
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each must do as 
already determined, without sadness or compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. Moreover, God is able 
to make every grace abundant for you, so that in all 
things, always having all you need, you may have an 
abundance for every good work.”

What keeps me from opening my heart to God and to 
others?

What God-given talents do I have that should be used 
at Holy Apostles?

What will my part be in the successful future of the 
Holy Apostles community?

Reflecting on Mary’s Immaculate, Pierced Heart, we pray: 
O Mary, Star of Evangelization...

OPEN OUR HEARTS; RESPOND: 
WHAT SHALL WE GIVE HIM?
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Day 8

Jeremiah 29:13-14 “When you look for me, you will find 
me. Yes, when you seek me with all your heart, I will 
let you find me.” 

Romans 8:28 “We know that all things work for good for 
those who love God.”

Romans 12:2 “Do not conform yourselves to this age but 
be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
pleasing and perfect.”

Can I set aside time each morning to ask God to 
guide me in all that I do and say that day?

What is God asking of me in regard to the future of 
the Holy Apostles community?

With Mary, who answers God’s call with “May it be 
done according to your word,” we pray: 
O Mary, Star of Evangelization...

TO KNOW GOD’S HOLY 
WILL: VISUALIZING IN 
HARMONY WITH GOD

Please recite the Capital Campaign Prayer: 
Almighty and Gracious Lord...
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Please recite the Capital Campaign Prayer: 
Almighty and Gracious Lord...

Day 9

Romans 10:13-15 “For ‘everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved.’ But how can they call on him 
in whom they have not believed? And how can they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how 
can they hear without someone to preach? And how 
can people preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring [the] 
good news!’”

“Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper 
to the Church, her deepest identity. She exists in order 
to evangelize, that is to say, in order to preach and 
teach, to be the channel of the gift of grace, to reconcile 
sinners with God, and to perpetuate Christ’s sacrifice 
in the Mass, which is the memorial of His death and 
glorious resurrection.” #14, from the encyclical,  
“Evangelii Nuntiandi,” (On Evangelization in the  
Modern World) Pope Paul VI, December 8, 1975.

What are my fears about sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ with others?

Who is someone I know that I can reach out to and 
share a word of hope and God’s love?

With Mary, the first person who brought Jesus Christ 
to others, we pray: 
O Mary, Star of Evangelization...

TO BOLDLY EVANGELIZE: 
MARY, OUR MODEL



– Pray & Pledge – 
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