VISION STATEMENT

At the conclusion of His earthly ministry Jesus said to His apostles:  “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age” (Mt. 28:18-20).  
These are words written for our time: words of hope, words of faith, words of grace, and words of promise.  
We as a local Church are called to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to our world, a world hungering for Truth and hope.  This is the same Gospel that Jesus brought to the world over 2000 years ago.  Yet our world still needs to hear it. 
It is important that we understand who we are as members of Christ’s Body so that we might understand what we are called to do.  The Second Vatican Council expressed it succinctly:  As a diocese, we are a particular Church in which and from which the one and only Catholic Church exists (cf. L.G. 13, 23, 26; CD 11; AG 19).  A portion of the people of God who are entrusted to a bishop for him to shepherd with the cooperation of the presbyterate, so that, adhering to its pastor and gathered by him in the Holy Spirit through the gospel and the Eucharist, constitutes a particular church in which the one, holy catholic and apostolic Church of Christ is truly present and operative (cf. SC 41; LG 25, 26, 28; CD 11; PO 4, 5; CIC 369). In fulfilling the mission of the Church all Catholics have an important role to play.

The bishop is the sacramental source of a diocese and, as the Fathers of the Church attest, the head of the particular Church.  He exercises the apostolic office for the salvation of all, assuring the intentional and practical communion with the other particular churches, and principally with the Church of Rome and its bishop, in sacramental, hierarchical and doctrinal communion.

The ministerial priesthood is necessary for a community to exist as Church.  Because the Eucharist is the source and summit of the life and mission of the Church (cf. LG 11), the ministry of priests is essential; for without priests there is no Eucharist.  Priests also fulfill the mission of the Church through the prayerful administration of the sacraments of Baptism, Penance, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick and, as the norms prescribe, of Confirmation.
In addition, priests also preach the mystery of Christ and His Church in its integrity so that all can be fed with the word and the sacraments.

Deacons, in close communion of heart and mind, cooperate with their bishop and their priests, being configured to Christ the Servant of the Father, for the ministry of charity in their own communities.

Men and women, consecrated by the profession of the evangelical counsels, reflect in their manner of life, their supreme love for and consecration to God.  Consecrated men and women contribute to the mission of the Church first and foremost by their very being – and only then by what they do.  Our diocese is blessed with different forms of consecrated life – from monastic life to the mendicant orders, to newer religious congregations and individual consecrated virgins.  All of these offer us a sign of the Spirit’s presence and work, as well as a foreshadowing of the heavenly Kingdom.
Christian spouses also witness to Christ with their fidelity, the blessing of their children and the cultivation of human and Christian virtues.  They have been empowered to plant the seeds of faith, hope and love in the minds and hearts of their children, and they are to cultivate and sustain their children’s configuration to Christ.  The Christian family is indeed a domestic church (cf. LG 11).  Christian families must be encouraged to remain faithful to their divine vocation in the midst of a world that is becoming more and more hostile to marriage and family life.

Single men and women, always open to a vocation to a different state of life, have a meaningful place in the mission of the Church.  With undivided hearts they are to engage in the transformation of the culture of death into a culture of life. 
In America we see people dying alone and forgotten; the disease of loneliness being far more devastating than any physical illness.  Many children are killed in the womb; others suffer from the failure of their parents and society to care for them. Teenage suicide rates in America are among the highest in the world.  The immigrant is often neglected or turned away.  Marriages are failing at an alarming rate. Many of our elderly suffer from rejection and loneliness. In some peoples’ eyes, our elderly have become disposable, and euthanasia is a real threat to them. People continue to pursue material goods and personal achievement to fill the longings of the heart that only God can satisfy.  
Our call as Catholics is to create a new culture.  Our mission is to bring light into the darkness, to be ambassadors for reconciliation, to announce the Good News to all, and to change our culture of selfishness into a culture of care for others.  We are responsible for every soul living in the geography of our diocese; our pastors are responsible for everyone who resides within their parish boundaries.  They cannot fulfill the mission of Christ alone.  We must all work to carry out His mission in the ten counties of our local Church.  Clergy and laity must unite to change our world.
And even with everyone working together, we will fail if we rely on our own strength; it is only through God’s grace and power that we can transform ourselves, our institutions, and our world.  We are responsible to carry God’s message to a broken world so that His vision can be realized.  Each local Church is called to be a vibrant center of Catholic life in order to transform the culture of our ten counties.  Priests, deacons, consecrated persons and laity must pray and work together to bring hope to the world.  We must also look for every opportunity to partner in ecumenical efforts to evangelize the secular culture.    
I see a world centered in Christ and living the Gospel.  I see there no shortage of resources for any of God’s children.  Those with means will share generously with those in need.  I see Catholic schools overflowing with students and Religious Education programs forming and educating all other Catholic children, youth, and adults in our diocese.  I see families grounded in their faith, whose parish communities express the love and care of God to everyone they meet.  I see parishioners supporting one another and looking for every opportunity to change their community for the better.    
I see our Catholic culture -- so beautifully enriched by the culture of our Hispanic brothers and sisters , as well as by the other ethnic cultures among us -- with all of its values permeating and transforming the secular culture.  We will create a culture that respects the dignity of every human being, from conception to death.  Our neighbors’ struggles will become a cause for our caring response and our burdens will be their opportunity to reach out to us.  No elderly person will feel alone in the world; no child will suffer abuse, neglect, or any type of poverty once our own hearts have been transformed.  

I see our local Church unmistakably and explicitly in communion of heart and mind with the Church of Rome and with its bishop, Our Holy Father.

I see parishes working collaboratively and cooperatively within deaneries and across deanery lines to maximize everyone’s skills and talents.  I see a presbyterate unified in its commitment to change the world from one focused on acquisition and achievement to one expressing selfless love and generosity.  I see our preferential option for the poor taking root in our hearts and being expressed in all of our actions.  Our parishioners will take the lead in addressing important social and moral issues that face our society.  Founded and formed in their Catholic faith, they will express the unchanging Truth of the Gospel with love and compassion.  They will witness to the reality that everything we have is a gift from God and needs to be shared with others for the common good.  
No longer will there be homelessness, no longer will there be hunger; no longer will there be ignorance; no longer will the poor feel disenfranchised and alienated in our world of abundance, nor the rich feel that their advantages are theirs alone.  
This is our Catholic call.  With God’s grace we will respond with a full heart; ready to transform our own hearts and lives, willing to work for the good of others, and eager to sacrifice to make the Will of God and His Kingdom a reality here on earth.  
“Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).
May Mary, the Star of the New Evangelization, intercede for us.
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