Real Catholic Stewardship
To many Catholics “Stewardship” is just a code word for “the parish is looking for money”.  Unfortunately this truly diminishes the real meaning of Stewardship.  In 1992 the U.S. Bishops published a document titled Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response.  This document puts stewardship in the proper light, it is not a standalone idea, it is the behavior exhibited by those who follow the teachings of Jesus.  

We also run the risk of equating stewardship with tithing.  Throughout the New Testament Jesus only refers to tithing once (and then only to show its insufficiency) “"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You pay tithes 12 of mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier things of the law: judgment and mercy and fidelity. (But) these you should have done, without neglecting the others.” Matt 23:23, [Luke 11:42].  

The problem with viewing tithing as stewardship, is that it can lead to a poor understanding of what Jesus truly demands.  It can seem as if all that is required of us is to give 10% of what we have been given, the other 90% can be used however we see fit.  This is not biblical teaching.  In fact, Christ demands all of what we have and who we are.  Jesus wants us to spend ourselves for the kingdom, not 10% of ourselves, but ALL of ourselves.  

In biblical times an steward (or in Greek oikonomos)  is one to whom the owner of a household turned over responsibility for caring for the property, managing affairs, making resources yield as much as possible, and sharing the resources with others.  Jesus calls us to be stewards of the kingdom.

As Christians we recognize that all that we have is a gift from God.  The more we think about this, the more we realize that everything, our intellect, who are parents are, where we were born, our physical abilities, everything is gift.  God has given us so much, and Jesus call us to be stewards of all that we’ve been given.

When we talk about stewardship, we’re really talking about how we are to behave as disciples of Christ.  It’s about living a different way.  We need to examine not how we spend 10% of our time, but how we spend all of our time, we would never talk about using 10% of our talent (that would be akin to a concert pianist playing chopsticks with one finger).  Likewise, Jesus wants us to look at how we spend our money, all of our money, not just 10% of it.  Are we using it for the benefit of the kingdom?  

To better appreciate the meaning of Catholic Stewardship, ask yourself these questions?

How has God uniquely made me?  Am I aware of, and using these gifts to show Jesus’ love?

Would Jesus approve of how I spend my money?

Would Jesus approve of how I spend my time?

God has a wonderful mission that is unique to each of us, Catholic Stewardship calls us to boldly live that mission.
